
 
Mexican Nationals Meet Sour Grapes: Yakima Valley Marijuana Vineyards  
 
 
By CIS P.  Gosch  
 
 

The highlight of the 2008 Marijuana Eradication season was centered in the Yakima Valley.  

The Law Enforcement Against Drugs (LEAD) Task Force, together with Yakima City and County Narcot-

ics Unit, Clark Skamania Drug Task Force, Yakama Tribal Police, the Yakima offices of DEA, ICE, ATF, 

and Washington State Patrol, investigated and served search warrants on 17 marijuana grows associ-

ated to area vineyards and orchards. 

 

The grow operations were well organized, managed and serviced by Mexican Nationals, both 

illegal immigrants and naturalized citizens. The dedicated officers and agents harvested and seized 

184,869 marijuana plants while midday temperatures rose to above 100 degrees Fahrenheit.  Metham-

phetamine, cocaine, and multiple firearms were also seized from these vineyards, as well as several uni-

dentified subjectôs documentation (mail, birth certificates, vehicle registrations, etc.) at the search warrant 

locations. 

 

An analysis of telephone toll returns demonstrate cases spanning 30 states, and Mexico.  This 

drug trafficking organization (DTO) is linked to other national and international poly-drug DTOs 

(marijuana, heroin, cocaine, and   methamphetamine). 

 

Associated subjects have been contacted by law enforcement during traffic stops in Montana, 

which resulted in the seizure of $32,000 currency, and in Illinois, with the seizure of 100 kilograms of 

cocaine.  In July 2008, Shasta County Sheriffôs Office (California) conducted a stop in which the driver 

fled on foot.  Inside the vehicle, officers found approximately 30 pounds of heroin and a cellular tele-

phone with Yakima subjects associated to the management of the vineyard grow operations listed in the 

óContacts.ô  Documents seized show frequent trips to Missouri, Louisiana, and Texas for drug-related 

business purposes.  Arrestees have confirmed that marijuana shipments have reached as far as Atlanta, 

Georgia. The subject address histories show that many have moved to the Yakima Valley & surrounding 

areas from Visalia, California. 

 

The potential for asset forfeiture is significant.  Real, leased and personal properties, as well 

bank accounts and monies seized are in the multi-million dollar range.  Dubbed Operation Sour Grapes, 

this case has recently been moved to OCDETF status and now called Operation Green Jam, agentôs 

joke that they will be buttering their bread with the assets. 
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 Directorõs Message 

 
 Dave Rodriguez  
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 This was a banner year for the eradication of Marijuana plants in both indoor and outdoor 
grows. Over 573,000 plants were destroyed in Washington State in 2008 as compared to 295,000 the 
year before.  In addition, significant investigations were conducted on the Drug Trafficking Organizations 
responsible for the production, harvesting, transportation, distribution, and money laundering involved 
with this activity. 
 
 On December 4, 2008, the following individuals and groups were recognized by the Office of National Drug Control Policy 

(ONDCP), among other national award recipients, at an awards ceremony in Washington DC ( See photographs): Richard Wiley, 

Washington State Patrol; Matt Duran, DEA; Clark County Canine Unit; Law Enforcement Against Drugs (LEAD) Task Force, Yakima 

Lower Valley, and the DEA HIDTA Transportation Group/ Valley Narcotics Task Force.  Congratulations to all the award recipients for 

a job well done under difficult and sometimes dangerous circumstances.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONDCP Director John Walters with  

Lt. Richard Wiley, Washington State Patrol. 
ONDCP Director John Walters with  

DEA Special Agent Matthew Duran, Seattle Field Division.  

ONDCP Director John Walters with Clark County Canine Unit; L-R: Deputy 

Rick Osborne, Director Walters, Deputy Brian Ellithorpe, and Commander 

ONDCP Director Walters with LEAD officers; L-R: Deputy Matt Steadman, 
Yakima County Sheriffôs Office; Director Walters; and Police Officer Mike Akins, 

Grandview Police Department.  

ONDCP Director John Walters with DEA NW HIDTA Transportation Group/
Valley Narcotics Task Force. L-R: TFO Corey Stairs, Port of Seattle Police 

Department; TFO Jeffrey McClane, Auburn Police Department; Director Walters; 
TFO James A. Miller, Kent Police Department and DEA Special Agent Daniel 

Mancano, Seattle Field Division. 



Directorõs Message continued 
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 During the months of October and November, the NW HIDTA conducted the annual self review. All of the Initiatives and Fi-

duciaries were visited or contacted by HIDTA and Task Force personnel to ensure that they are in compliance with the National 

HIDTA program policy and guidance.  A report of the findings is then briefed to the Executive Board. This year in addition to our self 

review a review of certain Initiatives was conducted by ABT Associates which had been contracted by ONDCP.  The purpose of the 

audit was to ensure the accuracy and integrity of the information that the Initiatives and NW HIDTA were collecting and reporting in 

the Performance Management Process (PMP) database.  The interim report that we received from ABT found that we had accom-

plished the standards of the PMP, and had made a good faith effort to report accurately.  I wish to thank the HIDTA Initiatives in Spo-

kane, Seattle, Cowlitz, and the Northern Border for their time and input into this process. 

 It is with deep regret that I inform you that two of our HIDTA Directors Rich Gorman, California Border Alliance Group and 
John Sommer, Ohio HIDTA, passed away. Rich was a colleague from DEA before he became the HIDTA Director in San Diego. John 
retired from the FBI prior to initiating the HIDTA program in Ohio. They were dedicated law enforcement officers, fine gentlemen, and 
strong advocates for the HIDTA program. They will be missed. 

HIDTA Director  Rich Gorman 
California Border Alliance Group Director John Sommer 

Ohio HIDTA 

The NW HIDTA coordinates with the National 
Guard Midwest Counterdrug Training Center 
(MCTC), National Drug Intelligence Center 
(NDIC), and other federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies to present these courses. 
There is no cost to the attendees or their agen-
cies, except for per diem, if applicable. The 
courses are open to federal, state, and local law 
enforcement officers, criminal intelligence ana-
lysts, program analysts, and military personnel 
assigned to counter-drug activities. Please con-
tact Bob Wicklund or Neclisa Floyd (206) 352-
3600 for additional info on these courses. 

 

In 2008, over 66 training courses were provided, 
sponsored, and attended by 1354 students from 
NW HIDTA ISC, Task Forces and other Law En-
forcement agencies in Washington State.  More 
than 24,500 training hours were actually pro-
vided. These numbers of training course opportu-
nities and student attendance has continually 
increased each of the past 4 years. 

Training News  
Preventing Corruption AZ HIDTA 2/25/2009 CJTC** 

Preventing Corruption AZ HIDTA 2/26/2009 CJTC** 

ID Theft and Awareness MCTC 3/3-5/2009 RICHLAND 

Indoor Cannabis Cultivations Inv. MCTC/
DEA 

3/5-6/09 SEATTLE 

RISSIntel/RISSafe WSIN/
HIDTA 

3/11/2009 NW HIDTA SEAT-
TLE 

Domestic Drug Interdiction MCTFT 3/11-13/2009 SEATTLE 

Connecting the Dots (Intelligence for 
LE practitioners) 

MCTC 5/11-15/2009 MARYSVILLE 
PD** 

Informant Development & Mgmt MCTC 6/2-4/2009 SPOKANE 

RAID NDIC 6/08-12/09 NW HIDTA** 

Advanced Vehicle Contraband Con-
cealment 

MCTC 6/11-12/2009 Clarkston, WA 

Statement Analysis MCTC 6/22-26/2009 Richland PD 

Introduction to Intelligence MCTC 7/7-9/2009   

Video Techniques for LE MCTC 8/4-6/2009 SPOKANE 

Conspiracies MCTC 9/10-11/2008 SPOKANE 

Canine Narcotics Operations MCTFT 9/28--
10/1/2009 

WAPATO PD** 


